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Gretchen 

Brewin 

Time For a Change at City Hall 


Women 


The Emily Interviewed Gretchen Brewin as the first part of our 
Women In Action series which will consist of articles and interviews 
highlighting the lives of Canadian women leaders. Gretchen Is a 
mayoralty candidate for the city of Victoria In the November 1 6 cMc 
election. 


Against 


She was first elected Alderman in 1 979. In her six years on Council 
she has served on mapr committees and boards and acquired strong 
experience in ail facets of municipal government. Gretchen is proud of 
her initiatives including launching the move to declare Victoria a nuclear 
weapons free zone and promoting the nuclear-issue referendum^ and 
her initiation of Greater Victoria's no-smoking by-law — but, as she says, 
“'I am motivated by my concern for the city and Its people/' Her open, 
responsive approach to diverse community groups, her willingness to 
listen and learn, have made her the strong, competent, effective ad- 
ministrator that is counted on in city government. 

Brewin has chaired the City's Planning, Public Works and Parks and 
Recreation Committees. She has worked on most of the major City com- 
mittees and boards including Traffic, Personnel, Library and Heritage, 
She and her husband, lawyer John Brewin, have 4 children and live in 
a renovated Femwood heritage house. 






Gretchen Brewin 

THE EMILY; During the time that you have been in politics, have you 
seen a change in society's attitude toward women in 
politics? 

BREWIN; I’ve come across some stumbling blocks running lor mayor 
that 1 didn't have when I ran for alderm^. And what that has 
said to me is that women are acceptable at certain levels of 
government: municipal levels and school boards, no problem. 
But the minute you stick your head into a sphere that really 
is significantly male dominated, then you start getting a lot 
of funny questions and funny attitudes, I get a lot of stuff about 
my husband. I don't really get a lot of questions about my kids 
because they know my kids are all grown up. But in 1979 

cont. on page 3 


Feminists have a long history of opposing militarism and war. Today 
the women’s peace movement has become an Increasingly powerful lobby 
group. Feminist filmmakers and writers are using their creative talents 
in an emergency attempt to convince us that we are doomed If we ac- 
cept nuclear war as an inevitability. In aid of this. The Emily has planned 
a series of articles called M^omen Against War. As the first In this series 
we are printing a condensed version of a speech by Andrea Dworkin, a 
brilliant feminist writer, activist, and passionate advocate of human 
freedom. In this speech delivered to a men’s conference In Minneapolis 
in 1 963, she appeals to the men’s movement to actively protest rape and 
violence against women and children as the first step in stopping the 
war machine. 

/ 

“I Want a Twenty Four Hour Truce 
During Which There is No Rape" 


'1 have watched the men's 
movement for many years, I am 
close with some of the people who 
participate rn it. I can't come here 
as a friend even though I might very 
much want to. What I would like to 
do is to scream: and in that scream 
I would have the screams of ttie 
raped, and the sobs of the bat- 
tered, and even worse, in the 
center of that scream I would have 
the deafening sound of women's 
silence, that silence into which we 
are born because we are women 
and in which most of us die. 

And if there would be a plea or 
a question or a human address in 
that scream. It would be this: why 
are you so slow? Why are you so 
slow to understand the simplest 
things: not the complicated ideo- 
logical things. You understand 
those. The simple things . , . that 
women are human tn precisely the 
degree and quality that you are. 


And also, that we do not have 
time. Some of us do not have an- 
other week or another day to take 
time for you to discuss whatever 
it is that will enable you to go out 
into those streets and do some- 
thing. We are very close to death 
.... Every three minutes a 
woman is being raped. Every eigh- 
teen seconds a woman is beaten 
_ . . Men are doing It because of 
the kind of power that men have 
over women. It is the sum and sub- 
stance of women's oppression. 

, . . there is a relationship bet- 
ween the way that women are 
raped and your sociaTization to rape 
and the war machine that grinds 
you up and spits you out: the war 
machine that you go through just 
like that woman want through Larry 
Flynfs meat grinder on the cover 
of Hustler. You damn well better 
believe that you're involved in this 
tragedy and that It's your tragedy 


too. Because you're turned into lit- 
tle soldier boys from the day that 
you are bom and everything that 

humanity of women becomes part 
of the militarism of the country in 
which you live and the world In 
which you live, ft is also a part of 
the economy you frequently claim 
to protest. 

And the problem is that you think 
it's out there: and it's not out there. 
It's in you. The pimps and the war- 
mongers speak for you. Rape and 
war are not so different. And what 
the pimps and the warmongers do 
is that they make you so proud of 
being men who can get it up and 
give it hard. And they take that ac- 
culturated sexuality and they put 
you in little uniforms and they send 
you out to kill and to die. 

But I think that If you want to look 
at what this system does to you. 

cent, on page 2 
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cont. from page 1 

then that is where you should start 
looking; the sexual politiDS of ag- 
gression. the sexual politics of 
militarism. I think that men are very 
afraid of other men. That is some- 
thing that you sometimes try to ad- 
dress In your small groups, as 
though if you changed your atti* 
tudes towards each other, you 
wouldn*t be afraid of each other. 

But as long as your sexuality has 
to do with agression and your 
sense of entitlement to humanity 
1 has to do with being superior to 
Vw other people, and there is so much 
contempt m your attitudes towards 
women and children, how could 
you not be afraid of each other? I 
think you rightly perceive without 
being wiHing to face it poRttealty that 
men are very dangerous: because 
you are. 

The solution of the men's move- 
ment to make men less dangerous 
by changing the way you touch 
and feel each other Is not a solu- 
tion. It's a recreational break. 

Some of you are very concerned 
about the rise of the Right in this 
country as if that is something 
separate from the issues of femi- 
nism or the men's movement- 
There is a cartoon 1 saw that 
brought it all together nicely, it was 
a big picture of Ronald Regan as 
a cowboy with a big hat and a gun. 
And it said: "A gun in every holster; 
a pregnant woman in every home. 
Make America a man again.” Those 


saying that they represent, you. If 
they don’t then you had better let 
them know. 

I want to talk to you about equali- 
ty. what equality Is and what it 
means. It Isn't just an idea . , , . 
Equality is a practioe. It is an ac* 
tion. It is a way of life. It is a social 
practtce. It Is an economic prac- 
tice, ft is a sexual practice .... 
And another thing atout equality is 
that It cannot co-exist with rape. It 
cannot. 

I want to see this men’s move* 
ment make a commitment to ending 
rape because that is the only 
meaningful commitment to equality. 
It is astonishing tiat in all our 
worlds of feminism and anti-sexism 
we never talk serlousiy about en- 
ding rape. Ending it. Stopping it. NO 
more. No more rape. In the back of 
our minds are we holding on to its 
inevitability as the last preserve of 
the biological? Do we think it is 
always going to exist no matter 
what we do? All of our political ac- 
tions are lies of we don’t make a 
commitment to ending the practice 
of rape. 

The things the men's movement 
has wanted are worth having, in- 
has wanted are worth having. In- 
timacy Is worth having. Tenderness 
is worth having. A real emotional 
life is worth having. But you can't 
have them in a world with rape . . . 

1 want to see you use those legen- 



have been repaid with systematic 
exploitation and systematic abuse. 

Hie shame of men In front of wo- 
men is. I think, an appropriate 
response . . . , But what you do 
with that shame is to use It as an 
excuse to keep doing what you 
want and to keep not doing any- 
thing else; and you’ve got to stop. 
You've got to stop. You psycho- 
logy doesn't matter. How much 
you hurt doesn't matter In the end 
any more than how much we hurt 
matters. 

And i want one day of respite, 
one day off, one day in which no 
new belies are piled up. one day 
in which no new agony is added to 
the old. and I am asking you to give 
it to me. And how oould I ask you 
for less — it is so little. And how 
could you offer me less: it is so lit- 
tle. Even in wars there are days of 
truce. Go and organize a truce. 
Stop your side for one day. 1 want 
a 24 hour truce during which there 
is no rape. 

i dare you to try it. I demand that 
you try it. I don't mind begging you 
to try it. What else could you 
possibly be here to do? What else 
could this movement possibly 
mean? What else could matter so 
much? 

And on that day. that day of 
truce, when not one woman is 
raped, we will begin the real prac- 
tice of equality, becuase we can’t 
begin it before that day. Before that 
day it means nothing because it is 
nothing: it is not real; it is not true. 
But on that day it becomes real. 
And then, instead of rape we will 
for the first time in our lives — both 
men and women — begin to ex- 
perience freedom. 

If you have a conception of free- 
dom that includes the existence of 
rape, you are wrong. You cannot 
change what you say you want to 
change. For myself, I want to ex- 
perience just one day of real free- 
dom before I die, 1 leave you here 
to do that for me and for the wo- 
men whom you say you love. 


are the politics of the Right. 

If you are afraid of the ascendan- 
cy of fascism in this country — and 
you would be very fooilsh not to be 
right now — then you had better 
understand that the root issue here 
has to do with male supremacy and 
the control of women .... That is 
the program of the Right . . , , And 
the only opposition to them that 
matters is the opposition to men 
owning women. 

What's Involved in doing some- 
thing about all this? That men's 
movement seems to stay stuck on 
two points. The first is that men 
don’t really feel very good about 
themselves. How could you? The 
second is that men come to me or 
to other feminists and say: "What 
you're saying about men isn't true, 
it isn't true of me. I don't feel that 
way. I’m opposed to all that.” 

And I say: don’t tell me. Tell the 
pomographers. Tell the pimps. Tell 
the warmakers. Tell the rape apolo- 
gists and the rape celebrationists 
and the pro-rsipe ideologues. Tell 
the novelists who think that rape is 
wonderful. Tell Larry Flynt, Tell 
Hugh Hefner. There's no point in 
telling me. I’m only a woman. 
There's nothing I can do about it. 
These men presume to speak for 
you. They are rn the public arena 


dary bodies and that legendary 
strength and that legendary 
courage and the tenderness you 
say you have in behalf of women; 
and timt means against the rapists, 
against the pimps, against the por- 
nographers. It means something 
more than a persona] renunciation, 
it means a systematic, political, ac- 
tive, pubiic attack. And there has 
been very little of that. 

I came here today because I 
don't believe that rape is inevitable 
or natural , , . . Have you ever 
wondered why we are not just in 
armed combat against you? It's not 
because there is a shortage of kit- 
chen knives in this country, it is 
because we still believe In your 
humanity, against all the evidence. 

As a feminist, I carry the rape of 
all women I've talked to over the 
past ten years personally with me 
, . , . i speak for many feminists, 
not only for myself, when I tell you 
that 1 am tired of what I know and 
sad beyond any words 1 have about 
what has already been done to wo- 
men up to this point, now , , . here 
in this place. 

We do not want to do the work 
of helping you to believe In your 
humanity. We cannot do it any- 
more. We have always tried. We 


BOOKS BY 

ANDREA DWORKIN: 

Our Blood: 

Prophecies and 
Discourses on 
Sexual Politics 

The New Woman’s 
Broken Heart 

Pornography: 

Men Possessing Women 
Right-Wing Women 


In my view, the content of feminist 
art. and its deepest meaning. Is 
consciousness: a woman’s fill] 
awareness of herself as an entity^ 
including her sensations, her 
emotions, and her thoughts ~ 
mind in its broadest sense, 

ArJene Raven 


The position of women in a socle- 
ty provides an exact measure of 
the development of that society. 


Gustav Geiger 
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BOOK REVIEW 


by Bov Cooke 

bvery woman 's Books CoHective 

MARION FOWLER, Embroldored 
Tont (Toronto: Ans^si, 1 982) 
Paperback, 240 p.p., $9,95) 
Embroidered Tent takes an affec- 
tionate look at five of the early 
women settlers of Canada: Eliza- 
beth Simcoe; Catherine Parr Trail; 
Susanna Moodie; Anna Jameson 
and the Lady Oufferin. It examines 
their effect on our society and our 
country's effect on them. 

The women In this book are in 
many ways typical of their times. 
They were born and raised in Bri- 
tain. They married there and came 
to Canada because of their hus- 
bands' fortunes (or misfortunes). 
All of them were upper class British 
and were well educated according 
to the standards of the times. With 
two exceptions. (Catharine Parr 
Trail and Susanna Moodie) none of 
the women died in Canada. They 
all lived in Ontario, and all of them 
wrote vduminiously about Canada 
and their experiences here. 

The lives of these women span 
a one hundred year period in Can- 
ada's history, and In the history of 
British and Canadian women. Lady 
Simcoe was bom in 1 768 and was 
the wife of lower Canada’s (On- 
tario's) first Governor Lady Duf- 
fs rin, the last of the women to live 
here, was born in 1 843. Her stay in 
Canada as the wife of the Governor 
General was in the years following 
Confederation (1872-1878). 

The title of the book aptly reflects 
the way in which Ms. Fowler deals 
with the lives of these women. She 
juxtaposes the accomplishments of 
the women (writing, embroidery, 
sewing etc,) with thd Canadian 
wilderness. She uses these ac- 
complishments (and the women’s 
clothing) as symbols and expres- 
sions of the changes in the women . 

"It is the friction of embroidery 
with tent, British world with Cana- 
dian. ’feminine’ attributes with 
'masculine' that makes their jour- 
nals fascinating to read . , , , TTiey 


were given a unique opportunity 
not available to their stay-at-home 
British sisters until the twentieth 
century. With their petticoats and 
parasols, these gentlewomen may 
not have looked the part: but these 
were the shock troops. They got 
there first, and stormed the all male 
bastions." 

She discusses Lady Simeoe's 
continual surprise at her good 
health following repeated ex- 
posures to sleeping in tents during 
downpours. The standards of the 
day dictated that ladies were deli- 
cate creatures, "delicate plants", 
who had to change their stockings 
after a damp walk, lest they catch 
cold. Lady Somcoe's writings re- 
flect her gradual change of con- 
cern from form, or the importance 
of appearance; to function, or prac- 
ticaiity. She notes in her letters 
home that the moccasins she has 
enctosed are not for the elder giris, 
because "their feet might be too 
iarge for the Duchess of York's 
shoe", yet a bit later, after a risky 
walk over a creek, notes in her 
diary, that ”l think it might have 
been done with moccasins on the 
feet." 

This evolution from pretty appea- 
rance to rugged practicality can be 
seen in ail the women, to greater 
and lesser degrees, except Lady 
Dufferin. She came and saw and 
went away virtually unchanged, yet 
her story is no less Canadian than 
Lady Somcoe’s, She reflects in her 
diaries the Victorian emphasis on 
progress, reason, and the future. 
She had none of the feeling for the 
rugged untamed wilderness that so 
affected the earlier women. Yet 
she is a part of us. and had an ef- 
fect on us, that can still be discern- 
ed today. As Ms. Fowler states, 
"These women were our fore- 
mothers. In their attitudes to na- 
ture. to society, to the Indian, to 
themselves, we can perceive their 
individual progress and our collec- 
tive profile.” 

This was most enjoyable reading. 


Students 

and 

Writers 

Here is your chance to add published work 
to your portfolio. The Emily is interested 
in receiving articles for publication, 
particularly those concerning women's issues. 

We will consider interviews, 
personality profiles, commentary, poetry. 

Call Editor Gail Grant at 
384-8236 

if you ve got an article idea you'd like to query, 
or submit artrcles for consideration to Gail Grant, 
The Editor, The Emily, Room 106, SUB, 

Please accompany your manuscript with any graphics 
that might apply, and don't forget to include a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope 
if you wish your work returned. 
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"Daycare Matinees A 

University Oay Care presents family metinefi Syrtdav^’at ^ 3:00. Children 

$1.^0, Others $2.50. 


ALL FILMS IN SUB THEATRE 


Cinecenta Films is a non-profit division of the Alms Mster Society conceived 
as an Inexpensive entertainment alternative for students and the pnlverslty 
community* 


Valt Oisrtiy's PINOCCHIO 

Walt Disney's ICHASOD AND MR. TOAD 

THE MUPPETS TAKE MANHATTEN 

Walt Disney's FESTIVAL OF FOLK HEROES 


GENERAL POLICIES 


Tickets go on sale 40 minutes prior to showtime and conclude 1 5 minutes after 
showtime. Please come early for popular shows. Films will begin at scheduled 
times. Persons under 1 6 must be accompanied by an adult. ^ 


ADMISSION PRICES 


Student and UVic Alumni (with cardsj; $2.50 
Faculty and UVic Staff (with cards!: $3,00 
Guest of the above (1 person sponsor): $3.00 


CINEMAGIC FILM SOCIETY 


Member of the community may purchase a 1 986 Cinemagrc membership card 
(good until December 1986) for $6.00 which permits attendance tp screerrings 
at guest prices. Upon presentation of Cinemagrc card, members are admrtted 
to film screening at the following prices: All shows $3.00. 

CInemagic members are not permitted to sponsor a guest. Memberships are sold 
at the door. 


Cinecenta Manager — John SkibinskI 
Graphics — Dayle Sutherland 
Office^— Shelley Reid 


Amnesty JnternatiOHal Tflm Sierics 


SHOW INFORMATION: 721-836S 
OFFICE: 72T-8364 


A fundraising series for Amnesty feeturinff three acclaimed internationsl films. 
Students $2.50, Others $3.00. 

Tues. Nov. 19 - Marcel Camus' BLACK OFtPHEUS (Brszill 7;15, 9:00 
Tues. Nov. 26 — Akira Kurosawa’s RASHOMON (Japan) 7:15, 9:00 
Tues. Dec. 3 — Ingmar Bergman's AUTUMN SONATA (Sweden) 7: 15, 9:00 


Want to avoid line-ups and also get a free movie ticket? 
We are now offering booklets of ten advance tickets for 
the price of eight regular tickets. Students: $20.00. Others 
$25.00. On sale now at the door. ,rl 


Chinese Matinees 


"Saturday Theatre" presented by the Chinese Students' Assoctation. 2:00 p.m. 
at Cinecenta. ’ ' 

Nov. 2 — H© Never Gives Up 
Nov. 9 — The White Snake 
Nov. 16 - Forever My Love 
Nov, 23 “ Or. Norman Bethune 
Nov. 30 “ If I Were For Real 

All films In Mandarin with English subtitles; Free admission but donations will 
be appreciated. 
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Gretchen Brewin 

cont, from page 1 

when I ran for Federal House of Commons I got a lot of ques- 
tions about my kids. How was I going to look after them If 

1 went to Ottawa? You talk to successful women who've been 
in politics and what they say Is that one of the early things 
people want to sort out is what your family situation is. If it*s 
known that youYe a widow or divorced, then none of that 
seems to come into play. 

THE EMILY: Are there more women involved in pofiths now? 

BREWIN: It's getting better but it is still in small proportions. I heard sonrie 
figures the other day In terms of mayors of municipalities 
(1981). There were 100 women mayors in Canada. That 
sounds great till you learn that there were over 4,000 
municipalities registered. The councrl Tm on in Victoria has 

2 women out of 9 members and that is the best it has ever 
been in all the years since 1862. 

THE EMILY: Do you have any particular advice to women entering 
politics? 

BREWIN: The kinds of things that hold women back from involvement 
are fears that we don't know enough . Fears that we can't make 
public speeches. Fears that someone is lurking behind a bush 
to leap out and get us, kind of thlr>g. My feeling is that whatever 
women's experience has been, it is useful. Dealing with peo- 
ple is useful. Having spent time with children is useful. And 
there is not some nasty person lurking behind a bush to do 
tenible things to you. What is a bit of a difficulty is the isola- 
tion of it because it is not an area that women participate in 
as readily and the oollegiality doesn't exist to the same degree. 

So that makes it an isolating job and it's not easy. 

THE EMILY: What is your most sought after goai as mayor? 

BREWIN: I would like to have this community turned around in terms 
of economic recovery so this town is booming the way it was 
when we got here some 10-15 years ago. People with jobs 
and feeling good about what they're doing. That's a tong term 
goal and that doesn't happen overnight, t would hope that as 
mayor I would become a dynamic facilitator and pull all the 
threads of this together into quite a good patterned, whole 
cloth. And every facet of the community would benefit. 
There's no question about it. Economic recovery would be 
my immediate goal. It's going to be hard to achieve because 
the city as a government doesn't control a lot of that end of 
things. We don't have the kind of money to pump into any 
segment and just hire a mass of people. Our coffers are much 
lower than they were 3 or 4 years ago because assessments 
are way down and so it means we're not raising the kinds of 
dollars we used to raise. 

THE EMILY: What do you feet the city of Victoria can do to better the 
live of its women? 

BREWIN: I think part of that is jobs. Older women are having a very time 
because their jobs are being taken over by technology. So 
economic issues are going to be very important for women 
and the support networks for that kind of activity. Transition 
House here in town is one that need support. I think that 
women have not had much sense that they're had access to 
city hafi. They need to know how it works and women should 
be at the top of the list in that regard. We need a task force 


SUNSHINE’S 

DINER 

HOME COOKED VEGETARIAN FOOD 

Soup, Sandwiches, Salads, Nut Burgers, Desserts, Muffins 
Dinner Entries Served Wed. Through Sat 

Mon. - Thufs, 1 0 am - 8 pm LICENSED 1219 Wharf Si. 

Frl. - Sat. 1 0 am ' 9 pm 381-5331 

Sunday 12 noon - 5 pm 




STAFF 

BOX 
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Contributors: Bev Cooke, Carol Fast, Rob Von Rudloff. 
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Women in Action 


THE EMILY: Has Victona*s community of women been supportive of 
you? 

BREWIN: TheyVe been really quite supportive. We had a wonderful fund 
raising dinner just last weekend. The spirit and the energy 
was really palpable. We had Marion Dewar, the Mayor of Ot- 
tawa as guest speaker. She, of course, is a tremendous per- 
son. She has a very famous story about the native people 
coming to Ottawa about the constitution. The Ottawa police 
were saying they had to get out the barricades and the trun- 
cheons anticipating that the thousands of native folk were go- 
ing to somehow cause difftoulties. Her response to that was; 
"Not on your life, we're going to send out a delegation to 
welcome them. What do they need? We’ll get on the phones 
to billet and feed them". It was a fantastic, symbdic gesture. 
A brilliant stroke. What a role model for me. I should tell you 
another anecdote. The city of Victoria does not belong to the 
Canadian Federation of Municipalities, it is a large, Canada 
wide lobby group. Michael Haroourt and Mahon Dewar have 
been strongly active and supportive in that organizatton. Our 
present mayor of the city has not been interested in it because 
of some real or imagined slight he received when he went 
to Halifax in the early 70's. He then elaborated to say that 
the organization doesn't so any good. I want to turn that 
around because I think the National Body is very good these 
days. We find ourselves In need of federal support because 
they have a better level of taxation than the provinces and 
municipaJities. 

THE EMILY: Do you have any comments about the provincis^ govern- 
menVs education cutbacks? 

BREWIN: Well, i'm very fearful of what the cutbacks are going to do in 
the long term. The quality of education must surely be suf- 
fehng and ttie community is very ooncemed. As personal ex- 
amples, my daughters went through the school system here 
and then went on to university back east. They are really feel- 
ing very much behind the folks from Ontario. They noticed 
a distinct difference between the quality of education there 
and 'that - they received here. 1 think that a kind of speaker's 
roster should be organized to go to the many women's group® 
to explain the situation and to start making the appeals to the 
government for more funding. 

THE EMILY: There is no prison for women on the isfand. There are two 
for men. If a woman is convicted and is pending trial she 
has to be taken to Vancouver and is threfore cut off from 
being ab/d to visit with her family. Can you comment on 
this situation? 

BREWIN: 1 really don’t know why there isn't more Interest in trying to 
serve women In this regard. The Attorney-General doesn’t do 
very well by youths and I guess women are even below that 
in terms of their set of priorities. I think it's a matter of the 
Attorney -General’s office doing some research here. 

THE EMILY: Thank you for this interview, Gretchen. We wish you suc- 
cess in the November civic election. 


^ UotB 

8 October 1 0 Afarf/ef, a let- 
m The Emiiy was printed 
that our paper was back in 
id would be considering for 
ition articles from men as 
women. I would like to cla- 
J expand that. Our primary 
ling function is to be a femi- 
ice and to give women wri- 
st priority because 77ie Emiiy 
of The University Women's 
tive. However, if male writers 
iro -feminist, supportive con- 
>ns we will certainly consider 
We will definitely not look at 
lai that promotes sexism or 
iminism by males or females, 
ncludes letters to the Editor, 
mply don't have the interest 
or the printing space for anything 
that negates, challenges or down- 
plays the Collective's valuable 
work. Book reviews, articles, photo- 
graphs, and poetry are some of the 
pieces that we would like to re- 
ceive. The authors do not have to 
be students. We look forward to 
your support in making The Emiiy 
an interesting campus pubtication. 
Contibutions can be ieft in the 
Women's Centre, Room t06 in the 
SUB or ma//ed to Gaf/ Grant, Er^tor, 
The Emiiy, P.O. Box 1 700, Univer- 
sity of Victoria, Victoria. V8V 2Y2. 

Gall Grant 
Editor, The Emily 


In search of my mother’s garden 
1 found my own. 

Alice Walker 



Elizabeth Fry Society's Newsletter, 
Wintern984 

Women make up more than 
half the world’s population 
yet do two-thirds of the 
world’s work, receive only 
one-tenth of the world’s in- 
come, and own less than 
one-hundreth of the world’s 
property. 


Sexual 
Harassment 
on Campus 

• UVic now has an estab- 
lished policy and pro- 
cedures to deal with sex- 
ual harassment on cam- 
pus. Reps from the Wo- 
men’s Centre partici- 
pated In a seminar dla- 
cusslon and critique of 
the policy along whh the 
Sexual Harassment Com- 
mittee members: Dr, An- 
toinette Oberg* Lowell 
Hendricks, Barbara Whit- 
tington, Joel Newman, 
Andrew Plrle, and Carol 
Hubberstey, The Wo- 
men’s Centre had some 
very real concerns about 
the policy and were 
pleased to have the op- 
portunity to air them and 
to express their apprecia- 
tion for the Committee's 
work on this controver- 
sial subject. The follow- 
ing are some startling 
statistics compiled by BC 
PIRG from sexual harass- 
ment surveys: 

• 150 surveys from UVic 
women student were com- 
pleted and returned: 

• 147 incidents of sexual 
harassment were reported 
in the survey 

• 93 of these cases of sex- 
ual harassment occurred in 
an educational setting 

• 5 cases were directly re- 
fated to the assignment of 
grades 

• Of those who answered 
the question. 10 in- 
cidences were initiated by 
faculty members, 12 by 
fellow students 

• 4 incidences of sexual 
assault were reported 

• In 11 cases, women stu- 
dents ware threatened 
with sexual assault 

More than 25% of the 
women surveyed are avoids 
ing a person or place due 
to a fear of, or previous ex- 
perience with, sexual har- 
assment or assault. 

★ 

Emily Now 
Established 

• The Emity now has 
'’established publication 
status”. This means that 
the paper no longer has 
to justify itself as a regu- 
lar publication to the 
Publications Committee 
to receive funding. This 
was previously voted 
down by the BOD but at 
the Sept, meeting, after 
35 minutes of debate with 
the gallefy joining in the 
discussion, the motion 
was carried unanimous- 
ly. Thank you AMS Board 
of Directors and special 
thanks to Charlotte Os- 
trowski and Keith Pid- 
dington for their support. 
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Thursday, October 24 

Information Meeting sponsored by Legal Equality Action Fund <LEAF) 

— an organization that challenges laws discriminating against women. 

— Ms. Eleanor Wachtel appears as guest speaker. 

— Begbie Building Room 158, 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, October 25 

Women Take Hold of the Future Conference 

— guest speaker: Kathleen Shannon (Executive Director of Studio D) , 7 p.m. 

Saturday, October 26 

Women Take Hold of the Future Conference 

— offers morning and afternoon workshops. 

— registration fee is $25.00. This includes lunch, wine and cheese and 
childcare. 

— sponsored by Victoria Status of Women and co-sponsored by UVic 
Women’s Centre Collective. For further information phone 381-1012. 
(Students ’/* price). 

Saturday, October 26 

Women’s Innuendo Productions Dance 

— James Bay Community Centre, 1 40 Oswego Street, 9 p.m. to 2 a. m. 

— music by Laurie “LP" Nerman. 

— Donations: $4.00. For women only. 

Saturday, October 26 — Saturday, December 7 

victoria Sexual Assault Centre 

— holding a crisis line volunteer training program 

— a seven week course. 

— if interested, call 383-5545. 

Wednesday, October 30 

Women’s Costume Party & Dance 

— women’s coffee house 

— 1923 Fernwood, call 382-3676 for further details. 

Saturday, November 2 

Passage to Indian Culture 

— a day to focus on women in India 

— includes Indian smorgasbord lunch 

— registration no. GLST 547-GF01 

— Camosun College. 

Friday, November 5 

Women’s Centre Dance - UVIc Women’s Centre Collective 

— Unitarian Church, Superior Street. 

On Going Events 

Thursday Noon Hour Discussion 

— 12 noon to 1 p.m. Thursday, October 24 

— Dianna Stanley speak on "Mediation” 

— upcoming topics include "Girls Can” (a video focusing on non-traditional 
jobs in trade for women), and "Racism in the Women’s Movement”. 

Feminist Discussion Groups 

Beginning Monday Nov. 4 on alternate Monday evenings 

— 7:45 to 9:30 p.m. 

— noon hour discussion also. Phone 381-1012. 

— Status of Women Action Group, Room 213, 630 View Street. 

UVic Women’s Centre Collective 

Meetings 

— every Wednesday, 12:30 p.m. Room 106, SUB. 



HEARD 
ON CAMPUS 

by CarofB Fast 

Here is a random siection of student response to survey questions about 

feminism. Their words exemplify the need for more feminist con- 
sciousness raising. 

Intefview 1 Female 

Question: What do you think a feminist is? 

Answer: A feminist is someone who Is striving for equaifty, not someone 
who is trying to put themselves above men, unless they have 
the capabilities. 

Question: Have you atways ca/Zed yourseif a feminist? 

Answen No, but \ have always called myself a woman, not a lady. 

Question: WhaVs the difference between a woman and a !ady? 

Answer: To me lady Is equated to calling men gentlemen. We don't go 
around caHing men gentlemen, so why should we call women 
ladles. 

Question: What made you become more interesed in feminism 

Answer: I've seen anger and hatred generated through the feminist 
movement, and there are issues that maKe me angry but hatred 
towards people will not bring positive results. So I guess my 
involvement is to generate positive feelings and action. 

Interview 2 Female 

Question: What is feminism? 

Answer: Focusing on Issues pertaining to women and women’s role in 
society. 

Question: Are you a feminist? 

Answer. Yes, according to my definition of feminism. 

Question: Dd you think there are a fot of feminists on campus? 

Answer: I think there is a lot of feminist sentiment. There seems to be 
a lot of issues dealt with that pertain to women. Rrst universi- 
ty that Vve been to that has a women's newspaper, that 
expresses women's issues the way they do. 

Question: From your perspective bow do your think men view feminists? 

Answer: On the whole they ridicule it and don*t take it seriously. 

Question: Why? 

Answen They don't understand the importance of the issues or the 
relevance of feminism to everyone, not just women. 

Interview 3 Male 

Question: Do you feei feminists are threatening? 

Answer: Some, the ones that are always finding fault with everything 
you say or do. Like, the one's who are always blaming all men 
for rape or inequality. Not all women are perfect, as a matter 
of fact there are women who don't agree with the feminist 
movement, like "Real Women'' and f heard they are a majority. 

Question: What does feminist mean to you? 

Answen Well, when I first came to university 3 years ago, I had a dif- 
ferent image as to what a feminist was, because I came from 
a small town that consisted mostly of loggers and miners, so 
we used to make fun of the women we'd see on the news 
screaming about equal rights, or rape or whatever. The guys 
called them a bunch of lesbians, that they didn’t like men so 
they took it out on the world. I still think some women are 
too radical and angry, but there are some points that are good. 
For the most part I guess if a woman believes that she has 
the right: fight for it. I don't like anyone treated unfairly. 

Question: Woutd you caii your mother a feminist? 

Answer: Yes, now that I understand more about what feminism Is. She 
never let anyone walk on her or her children, but I'm not sure 
she'd like to be classified as one because of a bt of the 
negative coverage that the movement has received. 

Question: Whafs wrong with the movement? 

Answer: They should think more before they talk, and be more con- 
cerned about everyone, they aren't the only ones that are 
hurting. 

Question: Do you think feminism is changing the roie of women? 

Answer; Of course, just look around, there are more women at univer- 
sity than men and there Is almost a woman at every kind of 
job or profession, whereas, at one time this was not the case. 

Interview 5 Male 

Question: What is a feminist to you? 

Answer: Let's see, a woman who fights for equality and doesn't practice 

it. 

Question: Would you date a feminist? 

Answer: No, because I wouldn't want them analysing everything I did. 
I don't like a woman that competes with a man. 

Question: Do feminists look different from other women? 

Answer: Yes, usually. I like to pick a girl that wears lots of make-up 
and dresses sexy, usually she's my kind of girl. Any way most 
girls are here to get a man, otherwise they wouldn't be so 
easy. 




